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Rotarian Educator — Dr. Li Hsi-Mou

By Herbert K. Lau (%¥]#x]2) (Rotary China Historian)
15 April 2015

Dr. Li Hsi-Mou (% % 4% 2.), PhD (Harvard), MSc (MIT) (11 October 1896 - 26 February 1975),
a notable educator, electrical engineer, and politician in the Republic of China (* # % K]), was a
dedicated Rotarian who had been 3 times charter member of 3 Rotary clubs in 3 different cities.

Li first joined Rotary as a charter member and director of Hangchow Rotary Club (42+ #* #54+)
when he was Dean of the College of Engineering, National Chekiang University (& = #7z < ) in
the provincial city Hangchow (Hangzhou) (#+) of the Chekiang (Zhejiang) Province (i#rit g ).
The Club was admitted to Rotary International on 23 June 1932, and was the first Mandarin
speaking Club in the Rotary China and Rotary World History, though the 277 charter members were
multi-nationalities.

When he was appointed Councillor of the Education Ministry, Li joined in 1933 the organizing
of the Nanking Rotary Club (% » # #4+) in the Republic’s capital Nanking (Nanjing) (= ) as a
charter member and vice-president. The Club was provisional since 7 December 1933 and then
was admitted to Rotary International on 19 January 1934. There were 29 charter members of
multi-nationalities.

In the year of 1948, Li was the Director of the Education Bureau in the Shanghai Municipal
Government. Upon the call of Dr. Chengting Thomas Wang (% i 24 1 ) (Rotary International
2nd Vice-President 1945-1946), Li joined the organization of the first all-Chinese Rotary Club in
China---Shanghai West Rotary Club (i& & # #4+). No doubt, the Club was Mandarin speaking.
There were 23 charter members and the Club was admitted to Rotary International on 16 November
1948. Regrettably, the Club survived very short life and was terminated on 24 January 1952 due to
unfavourable social and political environment under the communist administration since the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China (¥ # 4 % % {=#) on 1 October 1949.

Following the Kuomintang Government, Li moved to Taiwan (£ /%) in 1949 and carried on his

profession as an educator in various fields.



Sketch of Li Hsi-Mou

Li Hsi-Mou (% ¥ 3#) was born in Chekiang (Zhejiang) province of the Ch’ing Empire (= 7 B #7
L4 £ & B%). Li’s courtesy name was Zhenwu (4& & ). Li studied electrical engineering at
Shanghai Industrial and Vocational College (+ /= 1 # & ™ § &) (forerunner of National Chiao Tung
University & = % i < #). Li later was qualified and obtained Chekiang provincial grant to study
in the United States.

Li obtained Master Degree of Science (MSc) in electrical engineering from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1918. After obtaining Doctor of Philosophy degree (PhD) from Harvard
University, Li returned to the Republic of China.

Li taught at the National Jinan University (& = ¥ 2 * %) (located in Shanghai) and the
National Chekiang University (B = ;#z ~ #) in Hangchow (Hangzhou) (#2'). Liwas the provost
and department chair of Jinan University. Invited by Chekiang University president Chu Ko-Chen
(2 ¥ #), Li joined Chekiang University faculty and was the first Dean of its School of Engineering.
Li was also the Provost of Chekiang University.

In 1928, Li also became the first director of Chekiang Provincial Telephone Exchange Bureau
(42’4 T 3 &) and the director of Chekiang Broadcasting Station G+ 4 B # % % & & ).

In October 1934, Li along with Ku Yu-Hsiu (g 5:3% ) and Chang Ting-Chin (5% 2 £ ) co-founded
the Chinese Society for Electrical Engineers (* B % # 1 #2f* & ¢ ) in Shanghai. Li served the
Society as the first president.

In 1941, due to Japanese invasion during the Second Sino-Japanese War, the Chiao Tung
University in Shanghai had to move to the war-time capital of China---Chungking (Chongqing) (£
#&). Liwas appointed the Provost of Chiao Tung University. After the war victory in 1945, Li kept
his professor position at Chiao Tung University and was concurrently the director of Shanghai
Education Bureau (} /2% %5 & & £).

In 1948, Li was elected Representative of the First National Congress of Constitution of the
Republic of China (% - B ® % * ¢ % - = € 3%~ % ). In 1949, Li was a representative of UNESCO
for China stationed in Japan. During the year, the seat of the central government of the Republic
of China moved to Taipei of Taiwan (£ % & ).

In 1953 from Japan, Li returned to Taipei, and became the Curator of Taiwan Provincial
Museum (4 4 % = 1% 4~ 4545+£ ), concurrently the Executive Secretary of the Atomic Energy Council
of Executive Yuan (7 scfe it + it £ | ¢ 34 {7422 ), as well as Chair of the Science Education
Committee of the Ministry of Education (v "1 kv 2 ¢ 1 =4 | ).

In 1958, invited by the Education Minister Mei Yi-Chi (4 §53% ), Li served as the Deputy Minister.
In the same year, Li concurrently to serve as the first to third director of the Institute of Electronics
(% #+ # % #7) when the National Chiao Tung University (NCTU) was re-established in Hsinchu (#7
7). In 1967, Li retired from NCTU. In 1970, Li served Soochow University as the Dean of the
College of Science (X £ ~ &2 £ k).

On 26 February 1975, Dr. Li Hsi-Mou died due to heart-attack at home in Taipei at his age 80.
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1958 # 10 % 30 p—V FRA KT NFFFZFRAXL AL T IEERE JAEE + & B IRTAIR o
30 October 1958 -- Deputy Minister Li Hsi-Mou, Education Ministry of the Republic of China, presented the flag to
the Boy Scouts Wartime Service Team, on behalf of Minister Mei Yi-Chi.

1964 % 2 % 28 p —V BB /BN EFIBERC P RTPF R EEARFEF (2)
frfe X3 (£ ) d ZHEFAEALEHRLF -
28 February 1964 -- Li Hsi-Mou (left) and Cheng Tien-Fong (right), representatives of the Republic of China
attending the United Nations Cultural, Educational and Scientific Organization Conference held in Australia,

returned to Taipei from Sydney via Hong Kong.
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