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Dr. Robert Ferris Fitch and wife Isadora “Isa” Kloss, Hangchow 1917

Dr. Robert Ferris Fitch (% "4 # <), D.D. (1873-1954) was Christian pastor, religious
scholar, educator, college president, lecturer, writer, and photographer. He was the elder
brother of George Ashmore Fitch (% % # ) (Shanghai Rotary Club President 1930-1931;
Chungking Rotary Club President 1942-1943).

Dr. Robert Ferris Fitch (Classification: Literature), Director of U.S.A. Board of Foreign
Missions, was one of the 24 charter members of the Hangchow Rotary Club (#2+ #* #4+) which
was organized in 1931 and was admitted to Rotary International on 23 June 1932. The Club was
the first Mandarin speaking Club in history, located in Hangchow (Hangzhou), capital city of
Chekiang (Zhejiang) Province of the Republic of China (¢ &= R#riz % 4 € =+ ). The
Rotary Club was dissolved during the Imperial Japan’s aggression in 1938-1945. The broken
Rotary Club was rejuvenated after the War in 1945. Unfortunately, Hangchow Rotary Club was
eventually terminated by Rotary International on 21 December 1950 due to unfavourable social
and political environment in the People’s Republic of China (¥ # * & % {rR]).
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The Fitch Family of Missionaries

Dr. Robert Ferris Fitch was the eldest of the five children of Rev. George Field Fitch (7 #<
#8) who was born in Avon, Ohio, United States, in 1845. George Field, after attending college at
what became Western Reserve University, went on to Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati,
Ohio. At the age of ten he had fallen in love with “a merry, laughing, blonde” girl from North
Adams, Massachusetts, Mary McLellan. She later attended Painesville Female Seminary, and
upon both graduations they were married. George Field applied for duty as a Presbyterian
missionary in Imperial Qing (China), and was sent there in 1870. After mission work for 18 years,
George Field was put in charge of the Presbyterian Mission Press (# # 2 4=) in Shanghai
International Settlement, the largest publishing house in the Far East at that time. Shanghai
grew during those years to become one of the greatest and most cosmopolitan cities in the world.
The Fitch home hosted visiting missionaries from every denomination, Robert’s mother Mary
serving tea at 4 p.m. every afternoon. Mary home-schooled her five children in their early years,
supervised two mission schools, co-founded the Door of Hope (7# % #1), a shelter for hundreds
of young girls who had been sold into prostitution, and was editor of a quarterly entitled
{Women’s Work in the Far East) . The parents were much loved by all, and when they died a
church was built in Shanghai as their memorial. The Fitch Memorial Church (as it is now called
the Hongde Temple) (7#4& % ), located at No. 59 Duolun Road (! /% 7 dxv % % 4 59 82) still
stands and is active today. (See photos on Page 4)

Robert Ferris Fitch, the eldest of five children, was born on 20 December 1873 in Shanghai.
The family lived on the top floor of the Mission Press building. Robert followed his parents as
missionaries in Shanghai (_} ;4 ), Wu Xian (Suzhou) (£ 2%) and Ningpo (Ningbo) (% #). He was
sent back to the United States in about 1890, at his father's alma mater, Wooster College, Ohio.
After completing his undergraduate degree, he went to the Western Theological Seminary,
Holland, Michigan, for four years in theology. When he was a college student in the United States,
Robert once considered giving up his family’s missionary career and becoming a professional
violinist. During his college years in the United States, Robert was fascinated with photography
of which became his major hobby in the later years. All five children, after education in the
United States, returned to China to do missionary’s work. Younger brother George Ashmore (%
% 4 ), born in Wu Xian (£ %%), was also sent back to attend the College of Wooster in Ohio, and
then went on to Union Theological Seminary at Columbia University, where upon graduation he
was ordained as a Presbyterian minister.

Robert first became the principal of a Presbyterian Church school in Ningpo. Ten years later,
in 1908, Robert was transferred from Ningpo to the Hangchow Presbyterian College (7 & 2 [x)
(the forerunner of Hangchow Christian College) in Hangchow. In 1922, Robert was appointed
the third President of Hangchow Christian College (2. /= « %) (now the campus of Zhejiang
University Law School #riz +~ & sk &2 & ). In 1927, the Republican China’s Ministry of
Education set a new policy and that foreigners were not allowed to be the president of any
colleges/universities. He was then changed his appointment as the Vice President until the fall
of Hangchow due to Imperial Japan’s aggression in 1937.

Unfortunately, after the fall of Hangchow in 1938-1945, Robert was detained by the Imperial
Japanese Forces due to his humanitarian service to the local Chinese and declined to co-operate



with the military occupier. After the War, he returned to the United States with bad health
resulted by tortures in the concentration camp. He died in California on 23 May 1954.

The Third President of Hangchow Christian College

The history of Hangchow Christian College can be traced back to 1845. A minister named
Divie Bethune McCartee of American Presbyterians first founded the Ningpo Boy’s Academy /
Boarding School (% f & %) in Ningpo. In 1867, the school was moved into Hangchow and
changed its name into Hangchow Presbyterian Boys’ School (7 # % %.). In 1897, the school
opened courses for higher education, and became a college, named Hangchow Presbyterian
College (7 # 3 ). In 1914, its name was changed into Hangchow Christian College (2. ;= < §).
In 1909, the Presbyterian Church in the United States also participated in the college’s daily
operation. In 1922, Robert was appointed the third President of Hangchow Christian College
until 1927. (See photo on Page 5)

The Northern Campaign of 1927 and the Nanking Incident forced the mass exodus of
missionaries from the field. The College was interrupted by the so-called registration
controversy, as the Chinese government tried to assert a set of regulations for Christian schools
and colleges. These had first been formulated in the mid-1920s, at the height of anti-foreign and
anti-Christian agitations which had been especially potent among students at mission colleges,
but the bid to being these independent institutions to a Nationalist heel had proven
unenforceable until after the Northern Campaign. During this period, the college was ceased for
a while. But in 1928, having settled its capital in Nanking (Nanjing) (% * ), the Republican
China’s government promulgated requirements that all foreign educational institutions must
register with the Ministry of Education under certain stipulations: the heads of all schools and a
majority of their governing boards were to be Chinese, religious courses could no longer be
required in the curriculum, the attendance at religious services had to be made voluntary, and
the open propagation of Christianity on college campuses was restricted. Mission colleges were
to have an educational purpose, expressed in educational rather than religious terms. While the
regulations did not explicitly ban Christianity from campus, the limits on proselytizing set off a
fierce debate among missionaries in the educational field.

Facing this state policy, the College needed to find a Chinese to be the new president. This
gave a reason for Robert F. Fitch to step down as the Vice-President until 1931 in order to assist
the successor Chinese president (who was Baen Elmer Lee % #2 2, also a Hangchow Rotarian.)

Enthusiastic Photographer and Traveler

Robert F. Fitch was also an enthusiastic photographer and traveler. With his camera,
Robert snapped the West Lake (& i#), canals that runs through the city, and temples in the
mountains nearby. Many photos were later used as illustrations in { Hangchow-Chekiang
Itineraries) , a guidebook written by Robert in 1918, which was very popular among foreign
visitors at the time. The purpose of this book was to help those who may come to this City and
Province to spend their hours pleasantly, profitably and with the best economy of time. In this
work there had been an attempt to plan for Hangchow City, definite itineraries for each day, to
indicate them on separate maps, to illustrate some of the more attractive places and to give
important facts in such a way that the resident or tourist may not be burdened with un-essentials.
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Robert F. Fitch (L1), George A. Fitch (L2) with parents and 3 sisters: Mary, Jeanette, Alice
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Fitch Memorial Church, Shanghai, erected in 1928
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The Hangchow Christian College --- campus established in 1911 at Qiantang River
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Robert F. Fitch (front R2) as a Rotarian of the Hangchow Rotary Club (1936-1937)
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The book (Hangchow-Chekiang Itineraries ) by Robert Ferris Fitch in 1918 was later split into 2 individual
books of (Hangchow Itineraries ) and (Pootoo Itineraries) . (Hangchow Itineraries) electronic version:

https://archive.org/details/hangchowitineraroofitc/page/n6



https://archive.org/details/hangchowitinerar00fitc/page/n6
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiQtZTJ373jAhXHM94KHWm2DiQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.bolerium.com/pages/books/219502/robert-fitch/hangchow-itineraries&psig=AOvVaw1fi9yMyid79SbEzfk9cjEx&ust=1563514500511267
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.pbagalleries.com/view-auctions/catalog/id/53/lot/12927/Pootoo-Itineraries-Describing-the-Chief-Places-of-Interest-with-a-Special-Trip-to-Lo-Chia-Shan&psig=AOvVaw106b7zEYIPjyamoyepjE1Q&ust=1563514557411440
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Leifeng Pagoda --- The Hangchow Images by Robert Ferris Fitch


http://book.163.com/10/1215/01/6NTJCUUR00923INP_2.html
http://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwisw8fLyL3jAhWYH3AKHfF7BSUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://book.163.com/10/1215/01/6NTJCUUR00923INP_3.html&psig=AOvVaw1apZMoTxr8WxypQjm29nE6&ust=1563507417015936
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The Hangchow Images by Robert Ferris Fitch


http://book.163.com/10/1215/01/6NTJCUUR00923INP_4.html
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The Hangchow Images by Robert Ferris Fitch
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HANGCHOW CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, HANGCHOW, CHINA
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