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The Rotary Club of Opelika, Alabama, U. S. A., wrote to propose
that, to furthur the sixth object of Rotary, as many Rotary Clubs as
there are willing to cooperate, shall observe the first week in December
as the International Gord will week. At the recommendation of our
International Relationship Committee, we replied in support and, in
conjunction with the Program Committee, arranged to have Prof. R. S.
Lautenschlager, head of Department of Political Science, Hangchow
Christian College, to deliver before our regular meeting on Dec. 5,
1985, an address on THE PRICE OF PEACE. Following isaresume
of the speech:

THE PRICE OF PEACE

1 The Problem of Peace. We wish to set forth a philosophy of
international relationships which recognizes the central problem of
life as that of adjustment of human relationsh(ifs. The conflicts
between the ideals of the human spirit and the conditions of objective
reality are most strikingly exemplified in the world situation of peace
and war. A supreme challenge is presented to the intelligence and
creative capacity of mankind. The ideal of this world of nations
possessing the earth in a spirit of harmonious relationship and a
manner of mutual welfare is not to be attained except at a great cost.
At the basis of all constructive effort there must always be the
all-pervading atmosphere of active good-will.

2. The Meaning of Peace. Peace, which is both a condition of
mind and a state of affairs, must ever be regarded in the positive
sense. It maans not only the absence of strife and destructive methods
in dealing with conflicts, but is based upon (1) the proper organization
of the activities of life, (2) intelligent understanding of the interests
and needs of others, and (3) orderly and constructive methods of ad-
justment. Real international peace has nothing in common with a
situation of weak submission to injustice, nor does it preclude the use
of military force in the nature of police service for suppressing local
insurrection or for collectively enforcing international law Peace is
not the “ peace of the grave-yard” nor of the status quo; il is rather the
“peace of the eourt-room” and of progressive adjustment. Thus inter-
national peace consists of positive action whereby the common law and
the common justice is achieved through international government.



3. Complexity of the World Situation. The problems of inter-
national relationship are greatly increased by the complexity of the
national state system now prevailing A large variety and extreme
diversity in area, population, resources, stage of development, political
stability, etc. is manifested. In contrast to that magnificant union in
the New World—the United States of America there remains across
the Atlantic that heterogeneous conglomerate—the “disunited states of
Europe” with all its traditions of dynastic wars and imperialistic
struggles. It is from this vital center that modern civilization of the
world has proceeded and radiated, but it is also this area that has been
most fruitful of international tragedy.

4. Immaturity of Peace and Probability of war. The movement
for internationaJ cooperation ushered in during the post-war decade is
showing much less promise for peace than was hoped. It is evident
that society is still in the pioneering stage of world organization.
Several discouraging and disturbing features of our time are: (1) the
present ominous race for naval power and for supremecy of the air—
after the tragic breakdown of the Disarmament Conference, (2) the
feeble manner in which the peace machinery has been functioning in
the face of extremely critical situations, and (3) the resurgence of
nationalism, particularly in the form of an aggressive fascism. Con-
sequently, both in Europe and in (he Far East the situation is moving
rapidly “from crisis to catastrophe”.

5. The Cost™of Peace Obviously there can be no hope for inter-
national peace until men and nations are prepared to pay the price.
The thing that must be clearly sacrificed is our barbarous, self-centered
nationalism; our nationalism must be tamed and refined into an agency
of civilization and human welfare. Its chief elements that require
purging are: undue emphasis upon racial self-determination, extreme
doctrine of political sovereignty, neo-mercantilism in the form of
lording it over too unequal a share of the world’s economic blessings,
and National Armaments as an instrument of policy and guarantee of
security. All these must be humbly sacrificed at the altar of peace.’

To this *giving-up” must be added a “building-up” of a fuller
utilization and development of the world's peace machinery. The
Palace of Peace must be more firmly constructed upon the foundations
of. (1) international understanding, (2) high-minded diplomacy, (3)
collective security, and (4) judicial settlement. Instead of a *league
to enforce peace” we shoula think more of a league to reconcile inter-
ests and adjust conflicts. The collective action and security of Art.
XV1 is very essential to preserve the sanctity of treaty obligations.
But Art. X1X must not be neglected and forgotten as in the past; in
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its provision for revision of treaties and for adjustment of any condi-
tion dangerous to peace lies the charter for making the League of
Nations a true instrument for international j ustice and peace.

Whether this generation will rise to the heroism of practical
good-sense, and pay the costs for peace is hard to tell. The alternative
Is extremely unpleasant to contemplate. We may either pay the price
and achieve international peace or we may revert to the follies of
"jungle politics” and prepare for the “Great Chaos” .
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